ISO      HERBERT BEERBOHM TREE

brought, in addition to its monetary advantm;e, a time of singular
sympathy and contentment and t;nieiousuess at home as well
as in the theatre ; and 1 think we*, owed this in a #iv.ut measure
to the gentle yet strong personality of Violet Vaubrugh, whose
lovableness and sensibility were strong enough to radiate happi-
ness far and wide.

I confess that I did not think the part of Macbeth would
suit Herbert (not that 1 had, ever soon a Maehef h whom 1 thought
ideal). But lie could not be satisl'tod until he had essayed it, \
having a groat love and reverence for the play. Accordingly he
gave it, and gave one of his most wonderful productions. I did
not tell him (or perhaps I did) how astounded 1 was at his Macbeth
in the first three acts, (The last art demands a soldier, and that
Herbert never succeeded in portraying.) But (lit* scenes with the
Witches, the Murder scene, the Bauquo's ghost scene -these
were rendered with a wild, tragic intensity, a very Jury of the
driven mind that made one's blood run cold, That is the essen-
tial effect that a great Macbeth must make : to make the blood
run cold! And the wistful, distraught face., the wistful,dis-
traught voice in those immortal soliloquies : these were great
acting, if ever acting was great.

Herbert and I once saw in Paris (lidi/wai A*<M* acted by Mounet-
Sully ; it was one of the most memorable theatrical experiences of
our lives. Of all actors, the M'tmnet-Sully of those days alone,
to my mind, could give an ideal presentment of Macbeth, and I
think Herbert thought tins too. But would even Mound-Sully
have looked the wild and tragic, withal royal figure of a Northern
King as Herbert did ?

And our holidays ? They were for ever changing ; and before
trying to unravel the tangled skein of them, 1 ought to say that
Herbert's idea of a holiday was to work harder than ever, for
instance, during the run of Offenbach's Orffo aux Enjen (yes,
Herbert was the first to revive Offenbach), in 1912, he took no
rest; lie merely plunged into a new adventure, After waging
fierce war for years against the intrusion of the ,music halls into
the kingdom of the theatre, suddenly, upon the altering of a
comma in the law relating to both, Herbert made the amend*